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Coming Events
Mar 20 Cultural Diversity Day
Mar 23 Year 5 & 6 Interschool Summer Sport
Mar 26 Year 5 Camp Information Night 7.00-7.30pm
Mar 29 End of Term 1 @ 2.30pm
Apr 16 Term 2 begins at 9.00am Sharp
Apr 17 Canberra Camp Information Night @ 6.30pm
Apr 19  Year 1 and 2 Swimming #1

Apr 23      Year 2 Start Smart Incursion

Apr 24      House Cross Country

Apr 26       Year 1 and 2 Swimming #2

Apr 30-May 4   Year 6 Canberra Camp

May 3 Year 1 and 2 Swimming #3

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
Sport Events
Round 6 - March 16

Mill Park vs Mill Park Heights (Rockets) at home

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

INTEGRITY AND CHARACTER
Basketball player and coach John Wooden stated, ‘Be 
more concerned with your character than your reputation, 
because your character is what you really are, while your 
reputation is merely what others think you are’.
Our character is developed through self-control, the ability 
to judge whether that irritating grain of sand will turn into 
a pearl or just be washed away leaving no trace. Our self-
control gives us true power, to be able to keep our temper 
even when provoked, to hear an insult without returning 
it or even brooding over it, to turn away anger with a 
smile. Self-control gives our character dignity and strength, 
supporting us in our everyday conduct.
It is important to remind ourselves that:
  If we want people to be kind to us – we should be 

kind.
  If we want people to be generous to us – we should 

be generous.
  If we want people to care for our feelings – we 

should think about how they feel.
We should use our integrity and character to help make our 
world a better place. Although life may not always be easy 
for us, we can always choose to make it easier for others. 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY DAY – Hello! 
Καλωσόρισες
Buna ziua

ENROL FOR 2019 NOW

Excursion Payments - PLEASE NOTE 
NO PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

AFTER THE DUE DATE.
Prep Breakfast at School $5 (cash only) due 23rd March

Year 6 Canberra Camp Balance $530 due 26th March

Year 1 & 2 Swimming $54 due 28th March

Year 1 Werribee Mansion $29 due 28th March

After School Chess Program $60 due 25th April 

School Council Meetings in 2018
20th March*, 24th April, 22nd May, 19th June, 31st July, 21st 
August, 18th September, 23rd October, 20th November, 
11th December (if required)
*AGM @ 6.30pm

Finance & Fundraising; Buildings & Grounds; Eduction & 
Policy; Community Building & Relations Committee 
Meetings  - 17th April 2018
OSHC  - 24th April 2018

ISSUE      7
15th Mar 2018



2

Next Tuesday, 20th March 2018, we are celebrating our 
school’s cultural diversity. The purpose of the day is to 
celebrate our school’s multicultural community and the 
rights for every individual to safety, respect and equality. 
Upon investigation, our school community is made up from 
55 cultural backgrounds. Countries include:
1. Albania  29. Kosovo
2. Australia  30. Lebanon
3. Bangladesh  31. Libya
4. Botswana  32. Macedonia
5. Cambodia 33. Malaysia
6. Canada  34. Maldives
7. China  35. Malta
8. Croatia  36. Nepal
9. Cyprus  37. Netherlands (Holland)
10. France   38. New Zealand
11. Iran  39. Oman
12. Ireland  40. Pakistan
13. Italy  41. Phillippines
14. Japan   42. Qatar
15. Kenya   43. Romania
16. Korea  44. South Africa
17. Saudi Arabia  45. Spain
18. Croatia  46. Sri Lanka
19. Egypt   47. Syria
20. England   48. Taiwan
21. Greece  49. Thailand
22. Hungary  50. Turkey
23. India  51. United Arab Emirates
24. Indonesia 52. United States of America
25. Scotland  53. Vietnam
26. Serbia   54. Wales
27. Singapore  55. Zimbabwe
28. Somalia  

It is fitting to make acknowledgement to Indigenous 
Australians who have been the traditional owners of the 
Australian continent for 60,000 years.

We respectfully acknowledge                                                                      
the traditional owners of this land

on which our school is located,                                                                        
the WURUNDJERI people of the KULIN NATION                                        

and pay our respects to their Elders past and present

For more information about the Cultural Diversity Day 
activities please refer to the newsletter attachment. Please 
note that Tuesday, 20th March is our opportunity to dress up 
in national costumes, either our own or other cultures. 
It is important to acknowledge that while Victorians speak 
many languages and observe different faiths and customs, 
this diversity actually strengthens and unites us. 43.5% 
of Victorians were either born overseas or have at least 
one parent born overseas. Victorians come from over 200 
countries, who speak 200 different languages and practice 
116 different faiths. 

For more information about multiculturalism visit http://
w w w.multicultural.vic.gov.au/projec ts-and-initiatives/
cultural-diversity-week
Let’s remember … 

Have a great weekend!
Έχετε ένα μεγάλο Σαββατοκύριακο  (Greek)
kanë një fundjavë të madhe (Albanian)
има голямо уикенд (Bulgarian)
Doviđenja, imajte dobar vikend (Croatian)
имаат голем викенд (Macedonian)
Un week-end bun să aveţi,(Romanian) 
có một ngày cuối tuần tuyệt vời (Vietnamese)
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS
Please remember to book your appointment for the Parent-
Teacher Meetings via the School’s Compass Portal. Simply 
go to http://millparkps-vic.compass.education and login 
using the details that were sent home to each family last 
Friday. Parent-Teacher meetings will be conducted after 
school on Tuesday, 27th and Wednesday, 28th March 2018.
If you do not have computer access at home, or if you 
experience difficulty with any aspect of this process, please 
communicate with your child’s teacher and he/she will 
organise a meeting time with you. 
PFA AGM 
The Parents and Friends Association (PFA) conducted its 
Annual General meeting on Tuesday, 13th March 2018. 
Congratulations to the following elected Office Bearers:
President:  Aisha Latheef
Vice President:  Cathy Maisano 
Secretary:  Leila Tehrani 
Treasurer:  Lakshmi Sena Narasimhan
Sincere appreciation goes to the 2017 PFA for their excellent 
work in fundraising and community building. 
PARKING ALERT
I have been informed that parents of children attending our 
school are using the Aquastyle Swim School car park, thereby 
creating parking problems for their staff and patrons. 
If you are one of these parents, please stop. The Aquastyle 
Swim School and the Mill Park Community Centre car parks 
are NOT to be used by Mill Park Primary School parents. 
Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.
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STUDENT LEADERS
Mill Park Primary School’s Student Leadership structure 
provides students with the opportunity to actively participate 
in decision-making processes at school. Students are 
encouraged to take on leadership roles in an endeavour to 
develop their own leadership skills, act as positive role models 
for the student body and offer responsible service to their 
school, peers and the community.
Democratically elected student leaders represent the student 
body and their school in a wide range of forums at school and 
in the community. Year 6 students are given the opportunity 
to stand for the positions of School Captains, House Captains 
or Student Council Presidents. 
Over the next few newsletters, it will be my pleasure to 
introduce you to our student leaders, starting with our School 
Captains this week. 
SCHOOL CAPTAINS

 
Harrison 
Hello, my name is Harrison. Indeed, I am one of the school 
captains of Mill Park Primary School. I am going to be writing 
a little bit about myself. To kick us off I need to state that Harry 
Potter is my jam. I absolutely love this series. I am one of those 
people who could read for days, as long as it is a fictional 
book. I also love drawing and art in general. Our wonderful art 
teacher makes it so exciting whilst I am doing what I love. Now 
it is time for some fast facts about me, let’s go:
1. I am proud to be one with the Banksia House
2. I am almost a state level swimmer
3.  I have one older sister that last year was one of the 

Banksia House Captains
4.  I am two belts away from black belt in Karate (but 

don’t worry I won’t bite)
5.  Finally, I love to dance and sing to the amazing 

singer, Ariana Grande
I am very excited to be the School Captain this year and I hope 
I can do the role well. Thank you for reading about me and I 
hope you have a good day!
Elora
Hi! My name is Elora. You might have seen me running 
assemblies recently and that’s because I’m School Captain. 
I love to draw in my spare time, and I am quite creative. At 
school, I like writing, but I’m not really that into Maths, but 
it’s OK. 

I look forward to running assemblies every Friday, and seeing 
everyone’s beautiful faces always makes my day! I love Art and 
Music, as well as Novel Study. I don’t really like sport, although 
I do play Netball. I can also play guitar and piano, I love to 
hang out with my friends, and some things that I like are cats, 
drawing anime, and unicorns! Yes, I said unicorns. 
I’m in Banksia House, and I also love it when people say ‘hi’ in 
the playground. So feel free to give me a wave if you see me! 
I hope that you learnt a bit about me.
END OF TERM 1
Please note that Thursday, 29th March 2018 is the final day 
of Term 1. Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. Parents are 
asked to please make necessary arrangements to collect their 
children on time. 

I leave you with a quote from Kofi Annan, Ghanaian diplomat 
who served as the seventh Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, ‘We may have different religions, different languages, 
different coloured skin, but we all belong to one human race.’ 

Lu Alessi 
Principal 

NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL
What a lovely start to the week, to have enjoyed Monday at 
home with our loved ones! I hope everyone was able to catch 
up on lost sleep and spent the extra day doing the things that 
they love! On Monday, we also saw the Moomba Festival close 
for another year. What some of you might not know is that 
when Moomba first began in 1954, it was created to stand for 
“Let’s get together and have fun!” What a great motto to have 
for a long weekend, but also one we can apply to every day of 
our lives. 

Next week on Tuesday we launch into Cultural Diversity Day - 
what a great way for us to celebrate all the different 
nationalities we have at school and unite us all together as 
one! There are lots of fun activities planned throughout the 
day and I know the students are going to love it.
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PFA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

A reminder this Saturday 17th March 8:00am – 4:00pm, the 
PFA is holding a Sausage Sizzle BBQ at Bunnings South 
Morang. If you are able to help please leave your name and 
number at the office and a PFA member will ring you as soon 
as possible. At this stage we don’t have a lot of volunteers so 
even if you can only spare an hour that would be a great 
help!

PFA Bakers Delight Hot Cross Buns

Hot Cross Buns orders are due on this Monday (19th March)!  
Orders will be available for collection from the school on 
Tuesday 27th March.  A reminder that for every pack of Hot 
Cross Buns sold, $ 2:00 goes directly to the school to buy 
much needed resources for our students! So support our 
school and get some delicious treats in return!

7 WAYS TO TEACH YOUR CHILD GOOD MANNERS
Modeling behaviors is the best way to teach your child good 
manners.

Every parent dreams of the polite little child who says 
“please” and “thank you.” After all, your child’s behavior 
reflects on you! Manners come easily to some children while 
others struggle.   Understanding the basis of good manners 
will help you teach your child good manners. 

1. Expect respect
The basis of good manners is respect for another person; 
and the core of respect is sensitivity. Sensitivity is one of the 
most valuable qualities you can instill into your child because 
if they care for another person’s feelings they will naturally 
become a well-mannered person.

2. Teach polite words early
Two-year-olds can learn to say “please” and “thank you.”, 
even though they don’t yet understand the social 
graciousness of these words. Encourage your child to say 
thank you and please from an early age.

3. Model manners
What children hear, is what children will say. Let your child 
hear a lot of “please,” “thank you,” “you’re welcome,” and 
“excuse me” as you interact with people throughout the day. 
And address your little person with the same politeness you 
do an adult. Let your child catch the flavor of polite talk.

4. Teach name-calling
Make a point of opening each request by using the name of 
our child: “Jim, will you do this for me?” Children picked up 
on this social nicety and will learn to address others by using 
their name or title. 

5. Acknowledge the child
Include your child in adult goings-on, even if there are no 
other children present. Acknowledging and including your 
child teaches social skills, and acknowledging their presence 
shows that they are value.

6. Don’t force manners
Language is a skill to be enjoyed, not forced. When you 
remind your child to say “please,” do so as part of good 
speech. And be sure they hear a lot of good speech from 
you. Overdo politeness while you’re teaching it and they’ll 
catch the idea faster. 

7. Correct politely
Children will make mistakes and it’s important that while we 
correct those errors we do it in a calm way so that the child 
understands the error but still feels valued and important. 

I hope you are all having a wonderful week with your 
gorgeous children!

 

 

Carol Vidmar

Assistant Principal

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK
Please note that we require a Working With Children Check 
for you to help out in the classrooms, incursions/excursion, 
camps and sleepovers.

Once you complete the form which is available from the post 
office and receive a receipt you can help out in the classrooms 
etc. provided that you have provided the office with a copy 
of your receipt.

Vivian Gulia

WWCC Coordinator

BOOK CLUB 
Hello fellow readers!

Book Club Issue1 pamphlets went home last Wednesday. 
Due to some classes not receiving theirs until this week I 
have extended our deadline to next Thursday.  Please peruse 
them at your leisure and all orders must be either entered 
online and paid with credit card or returned with cash in a 
school envelope by Thursday 15th. March at 4pm ( TODAY.) No 
orders will be accepted after this date, so get in early to avoid 
disappointment.

Sharon Turner

Book Club Coordinator
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A Student Council Initiative in conjunction with The Bicycle 
Network on Friday 23rd March 2018
MPPS Student Council initiatives are well underway for 2018! 
We are proud to announce that our first organised event will 
be Ride2School day.

As a reward for the incredible work of Student Council 
members in 2017, Mill Park Primary School has achieved 
“Gold School” status (Wow!) with the Bicycle Network. 

As recognition of our awesome enthusiasm for sustainable 
travel, the Bicycle Network will be sending out a special 
representative to help us celebrate Ride2School day in 2018!

Hi-Fives, stickers and various other prizes will be up for grabs 
through a raffle which students may enter when they ride to 
school on Friday 23rd March 2018.
We encourage every student to ride or walk to school on this 
day in the interest of developing healthy habits. If you live 
too far away from school and can’t walk all the way, you 
might like to park your car further down the road and walk 
the rest of the way. 

Ride2School day will mark the commencement of “Walk to 
School Wednesdays”. This means that each Wednesday from 
now on, Student Council representatives will collect data 
from their classmates on the methods by which they have 
travelled to school on that day. 

FAQ about Ride2School day:

What is Ride2School day?
Ride2School is more than just a day. Ride2School is a nation-
wide initiative by Bicycle Network, supported through the 
Victorian State Government, New South Wales Government 
and Tasmanian Government. This initiative works to address 
physical inactivity in young Australians by empowering and 
enabling schools to ride and walk to school.

Why is it important?
Over the past 40 years the number of children who are 
physically active everyday has significantly dropped. Today, 
levels of physical activity are at an all time low. In the 1970s, 
eight out of ten students rode or walked to school. Today, 
that number has dropped to just two out of ten. 

How?
The Ride2School initiative works to reduce this trend. 
Ride2School encourages students, parents and local 
government to cultivate active and healthy school 
communities. Schools in the Ride2School program report a 
physical activity level of 1 in 2 students compared to the 
national average of just 1 in 5! 

By riding and walking to school, students contribute to their 
minimum physical activity level of 60 minutes per day. 
Research shows that students who ride and walk as part of 
their journey to school are more focused and ready to learn 
when compared with those who are driven.

Schools in the Ride2School program

 

The national average

 

Looking forward to seeing the results of our healthy and 
active school!

Adele Steriadis and Maria Valente

Student Council Coordinators

Each year the University of New South Wales invites Early 
and Middle Years school children (beginning Year 3) to 
participate in competitions in a variety of subject areas. 
These areas are Science, Spelling, Mathematics, Writing, 
Reading and Digital Technologies. The tests are held at 
school on different days over the year. All tests are held after 
school. There is a cost involved which varies depending on 
the subject area (ranges from $9.90 to $19.80).  The cost is 
set by the University. Children do NOT have to sit each test 
and this is NOT a compulsory part of our school curriculum. 
The permission form for ICAS testing 2018 is attached to this 
week’s newsletter and are for students in Years 3 – 6 only. 
The permission form and money needs to be returned by 
Tuesday 20th March 2018.
If you have any questions, please feel free to come and 
see Kaylee Andrew in W2, Luke Baldassini in E4, or Evie 
Cacoyiannis in W10. 
Subject   Sitting Dates
Digital Technologies Tuesday 8th May
Science   Tuesday 29th May
Writing   Thursday 14th June
Spelling   Wednesday 13th June
English   Tuesday 31st July
Mathematics  Tuesday 14th August

ICAS Testing Coordinators
Kaylee Andrew, Luke Baldassini and Evie Cacoyiannis
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TOP TEN MATHS PROGRAM BRINGS 
NEW LIFE TO NUMERACY
There is a real “buzz” around the whole school this year and, 
astonishingly, it’s all about Maths! At the start of term, all our 
Teaching and Education Support staff took part in a 
rewarding day of Professional Development to learn about a 
new Maths program, which has since been launched across 
the school.

Miss Hide and two of her Year 3s having fun learning about 
rounding!
The Top Ten Maths program is aimed at developing a deep 
understanding of key Mathematical concepts. The activities 
are hands on, materials based, and really fun! A main feature 
of this method is the use of hands-on games and activities to 
make sense of Maths concepts that otherwise can seem 
quite mysterious. The students have been really enjoying 
this new way of learning and are fully immersed in exploring 
Maths. The best part of the launch has been seeing students 
changing their attitude towards from self -doubt to a 
newfound confidence. One student in Year 4 has even been 
heard saying, “I never thought I’d like Maths, and I’m getting 
it!”

Anna, a.k.a “Miss Maths” teaching some Year 3s to play 
“Rounding Snakes and Ladders”.
Last week, as part of our launch of Top Ten, we hosted Anna 
Kapnoullas – one of the exceptional teachers behind the 
program – who came to model some of the lessons with 
students across the school. Our students really showed up 
on the day; bringing their best manners and the school 
values to the sessions. Anna demonstrated some great 
games and hands on activities to help our students build on 
their understanding of number and place value. 

Hopefully, our students’ enthusiasm will continue to grow 
and will share some of their learning with you at home. Many 
of the Top Ten activities we are doing at school could be 
played again with items you already have around the house. 
Who knows, the whole family might enjoy them too! 

Year 1 students having fun learning about partitioning – 
breaking numbers up – using hands on material

Play “Rounding Shoot Out”
1.  Each player writes down tens numbers from 0 to 

100. (10, 20, 30, 40, etc.)

2.  In turns players turn over 2 playing cards to make a 
2 digit number (discard face cards). You can put 
the digits in either order to make the number you 
want.

3.  Players cross out the tens number that is closest to 
their number. Talk about rounding; how do you 
know which one to cross out?

4.  The first player to cross out all their tens is the 
winner! Be careful though - if you’ve already 
crossed out the closest ten, you miss your turn!

Steven Edwards

RUN CLUB

Run Club will resume on Wednesday, 21st March.  

Jonathan Martin

Run Club Coach
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Term 1     Week 7

Prep:
Waratah 1:  Thomas

For his neat handwriting of the letters Tt.

Waratah 2:  Andy

For his excellent work all week!

Waratah 3:  Andrija 

For his absolutely beautiful handwriting.

Waratah 4:  Aathav

For a great start in W4.

Year 1
Waratah 5:  Saja

For trying her best in Maths.  

Waratah 6:  Tim

For sharing his ideas in class.

Waratah 7:  Harrison

For packing his school bag all by himself.

Waratah 8:  Amaya

For outstanding inferences when showing comprehension 
of what she reads.

.

Year 2
Waratah 9:  Noah

For his awesome work in Maths.

Eucalypt 1:  Radin

For an amazing effort with his reading.

Year 3
Hibiscus 1:  Leena 

For always having a positive attitude towards her 
learning. 

Hibiscus 2:  Zeke

For his excellent learning with nouns and adjectives.

Hibiscus 3:  Anesu

For great effort and attitude in all learning areas.

Year 4
Hibiscus 4: Tamara 

For showing good progress in her reading. 

Hibiscus 5:  Mackenna

For a great effort in Writing.

Hibiscus 6:  Mahrus

For showing great understanding of rounding numbers.

Year 5
Eucalypt 2:  Khavin

For his excellent understanding of animal adaptations. 

Eucalypt 3:  James

For his excellent understanding of animal adaptations. 

Eucalypt 4:  Yao-Yu

For his expert knowledge of animal adaptations.

Year 6
Eucalypt 5:  Andrew

For excellent work in Science.

Eucalypt 6:  Angeline 

For always completing tasks to the best of her ability. 

Eucalypt 7:  Jennifer

For her excellent efforts in Novel Study.

          Learning Awards
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Term 1    Week 7

PREP
Waratah 1:  Khalid

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Waratah 2:  Brylee

For demonstrating the value of Respect. 

Waratah 3:  Jessica

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Waratah 4:  Sepenta

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.

Year 1
Waratah 5:  Sienna

For demonstrating the value of Excellence. 

Waratah 6:  Kayla

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Waratah 7:  Owen

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Waratah 8:  Mia

For demonstrating the value of Excellence within 
reading, writing and mathematics.

Year 2
Waratah 9:  Aydin 

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Eucalypt 1:  Fariq

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Year 3
Hibiscus 1: Eden 

For showing the value of Respect. 

Hibiscus 2:  Clark

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Hibiscus 3:  Meera

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

Year 4
Hibiscus 4: Alexia 

For demonstrating the value of Excellence. 

Hibiscus 5:  Jaidyn

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.

Hibiscus 6:  Esra

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Year 5
Eucalypt 2:  Christina

For demonstrating the value of Excellence. 

Eucalypt 3:  Trent

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Eucalypt 4:  Ethan

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.

Year 6
Eucalypt 5: Tayyab

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Eucalypt 6: Jenae

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Eucalypt 7:  Lisa

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

       Citizenship Awards



9

READING MATTERS
Premier’s Reading Challenge

AMAZING! WOW! AWESOME! W6 have completed the 
Challenge. Well done! Will your group be next?! What a start! 
70 students finished and read an incredible 1,974 books! The 
Premier’s Reading Challenge is part of our Literacy Program 
and therefore compulsory for each child to enter. The 
Challenge is a great way for your child to increase their 
reading skills, their vocabulary and to widen their choice of 
authors. Every student in our school has completed the 
Challenge for the last six years so I know that you will want to 
continue that success in 2018. I am available before and after 
school to answer any questions you may have. You will find 
me in the Library office near H1 and H2. The booklist for the 
challenge has yet to be updated but books from last year’s 
list will count. Home Reading books are not on the list so 
borrow from your class libraries. The website for the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge Book list is www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

Overdue Books 
Overdue notices went out this week so make sure that you 
are not on the list and return your classroom library books as 
soon as possible.

Happy Reading

Sharon Turner

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
NEWS
FUNDRAISING CALENDAR – Term 1

Bunning’s BBQ 

Hot Cross Buns
The PFA are holding a BBQ at Bunnings South Morang on 
Saturday 17th March between 8am and 4pm. We still require 
more volunteers to help out on the day.  Duties are easy and 
there are always lots of friendly faces  working together 
under the tent.  If you could assist for an hour or two, please 
email us at millparkprimarypfa@gmail.com Alternatively, 
you are welcome to leave your details at the office and a PFA 
member will contact you.

Forms were sent home for our Bakers Delight hot cross bun 
drive.  Families wishing to order are asked  to please fill out 
their order and return to school, together with full payment 
by Monday 19th March.  
Hot Cross bun orders will be ready for collection at school on 
Tuesday 27th March.  

Our school is collecting the Coles Sports for Schools 
Vouchers.  There is a collection box at the office and also at 

Coles Uni Hill.  Please remember to collect the vouchers 
when you shop at Coles! 

The Parents and Friends Association meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month in the Community Room.

These meetings are open to all parents and guardians, 
grandparents and interested members of the School 
Community. Our Annual General meeting will take place on 
Tuesday 17th April in the Community Room, followed by our 
monthly meeting. 

We hope to see you there!

Christine Gale

PFA Secretary








