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Coming Events
Mar 9 Year 5 & 6 Interschool Summer Sport
Mar 12 Labour Day Public Holiday
Mar 13 Year 5 Werribee Zoo Excursion
Mar 15 Middle Years Athletics Carnival
Mar 20 Cultural Diversity Day
Mar 23 Year 5 & 6 Interschool Summer Sport
Mar 26 Year 5 Camp Information Night 7.00-7.30pm
Mar 29 End of Term 1 @ 2.30pm
Apr 16 Term 2 begins at 9.00am Sharp
Apr 17 Canberra Camp Information Night @ 6.30pm
Apr 19 Year 1 and 2 Swimming #1

Apr 23     Year 2 Start Smart Incursion

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
Sport Events

Round 5 - March 9

Mill Park v  Plenty Parklands (Bushrangers) at home

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

A SENSE OF BELONGING
All children need to feel that their world is a safe place where 
people will care about them, where their needs for support, 
respect and friendship will be met, and where they will be 
able to get help to work out any problems. When these 
needs are met children develop a sense of belonging.
A sense of belonging has been found to help protect 
children against mental health problems and improve their 
learning. Children who feel that they belong are happier, 
more relaxed and have fewer behavioural problems than 
others. They are also more motivated and more successful 
learners. For parents, being connected is about knowing 
you can seek support when you need it, that you will be 
listened to, and that you can work together with teachers to 
help your child learn and develop. 
Australia is home to people from many different cultural, 
racial and ethnic backgrounds, bringing richness to our 
community. This means that children today will form 
friendships, learn with and interact with people from many 
cultures different to their own. When children grow up to 
understand, appreciate and respect the cultural, racial and 
ethnic diversity around them, this builds a positive and 
accepting community. A community such as this supports 
children to develop skills and attitudes that will assist them 
in their relationships and contribute to their social and 
emotional wellbeing.
By working together, families and schools can create 
supportive environments for children from majority 
and minority racial and ethnic groups. This includes 
understanding ways to promote positive attitudes, counter 
negative attitudes and respond to racism if it occurs. 
Supportive environments like these help children from all 
cultural backgrounds to understand, respect and appreciate 
cultural differences. 

ENROL FOR 2019 NOW

Excursion Payments - PLEASE NOTE 
NO PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

AFTER THE DUE DATE.
Middle Years House Athletics Carnival $11 due 9th March

Year 5 Werribee Zoo Excursion $35 due 9th March

Prep Breakfast at School $5 (cash only) due 23rd March

Year 6 Canberra Camp Balance $530 due 26th March

Year 1 & 2 Swimming $54 due 28th March

Year 1 Werribee Mansion $29 due 28th March

School Council Meetings in 2018
20th March*, 24th April, 22nd May, 19th June, 31st July, 21st 
August, 18th September, 23rd October, 20th November, 
11th December (if required)
*AGM @ 6.30pm

Finance & Fundraising; Buildings & Grounds; Eduction & 
Policy; Community Building & Relations Committee 
Meetings  - 13th March 2018
OSHC  - 24th April 2018

ISSUE      6
8th Mar 2018
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When adults are open and accepting, children learn to 
respect diversity and embrace cultural differences.
Everybody needs to feel accepted, respected and included. 
Feeling welcome and at home is important for positive 
mental health and wellbeing.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
The new School Council for 2018/19 has been formed. Thank 
you to the following people who will either continue their 
term or joined as new members:
Parent Category:
Mrs Jasminka Tancevska  Mrs Sarah Awad
Ms Victoria Michalopoulos  Mrs Tamara Garrett 
Ms Alina Freestone  Mr Jonathan Martin 
Mrs Tryphena Cochrane   Mr Darren Symes

Department of Education and Training Category:
Mrs Carol Vidmar   Mrs Stephanie Lackovic
Mr Steven Edwards   Ms Eman Nayef

Executive Officer:
Mrs Lu Alessi
SCHOOL COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of School Council will be held 
on Tuesday, 20th March 2018 at 6.30pm in the Staff Room. 
SCHOOL VALUES: focus on Excellence 
Excellence means doing my best at all times and in all 
situations. This is what EXCELLENCE looks like at Mill Park 
Primary School:

 
 We strive for personal best 
 We learn from our mistakes 
 We work well independently 
 We work well as a team member 
 We are organised and persistent 
 We accept challenges and never give up 
 We encourage and support others to succeed 
 We are thoughtful and curious learners 
 We lead by example
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS
It is important at the start of the school year to provide the 
opportunity for parents and class teachers to meet to discuss 
how students have settled into school and to highlight their 
strengths and learning needs. Parent-Teacher meetings will 
be conducted after school on Tuesday, 27th and Wednesday, 
28th March 2018. Notices regarding appointments will be 
sent home tomorrow, 9th March. 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
The DigiTech Committee has launched the official Mill 
Park Primary School Facebook Page to facilitate effective 
communication within the school community. Please refer 
to the attachments for additional information.
LEARNING SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
At Mill Park Primary School we offer a variety of programs to 
support students. These include:
Language Support
The Language Support Program is a program designed to 
assist children experiencing moderate to severe language 
difficulty. Children are taken out of their classroom twice 
a week to work on their language abilities in small groups. 
It’s important to note that during these sessions the focus is 
solely on language – not literacy or articulation – and as such 
children are not included just because they are unable to say 
certain sounds properly.
Before students are placed on or taken off LSP they complete 
a comprehensive language assessment with one of the 
Department of Education speech pathologists who will 
then refer them to LSP if appropriate. This initial assessment 
determines the child’s language abilities and allows specific 
goals to be set for LSP. 
Small group instruction is provided on a regular basis for 
students deemed to require additional support with their 
language development. This includes the Spalding Program, 
reading comprehension, writing, as well as the Corrective 
Reading Program. 
English as an Additional Language (EAL)
A significant number of students at our school are from 
families where English is their second language. The EAL 
program is designed to address specific language needs of 
such students.
Classroom Support 
Identified staff are timetabled to provide additional support 
to specific students and/or programs across all year levels. 
Year Level Leaders, in conjunction with their respective 
teams, determine the areas of greatest need. 
Bright Futures 
Identified gifted and talented students are provided with a 
weekly extension and enrichment program. They participate 
in extension and enrichment programs in single and multi-
age groupings on a term/semester basis. The Bright Futures 
programs endeavours to develop critical, creative and 
futuristic thinking skills and challenge students to apply 
their imagination and higher order questioning/thinking to 
comprehend and solve problems in a variety of ways. 
At our school the Learning Support Team includes:
Language Support Program Staff: 
- Diane Susic (Early Years) 
- Claudette Dib (Early/Middle Years)
- Sharon Turner (Middle Years)
EAL: Vicki Griffiths 
Bright Futures: Saras Ramasamy 
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2017 GRADUATES’ AFTERNOON TEA
It was wonderful to catch up with the 2017 graduates and find 
out how they have settled into their respective secondary 
schools. It was a pleasure listening to their stories and more 
importantly how well they have transitioned from primary to 
secondary school. We are very proud of them and wish them 
well for their future. 

RIDING TO SCHOOL
Students who ride bikes or scooters to school are required 
to wear an approved bike helmet and must put their bike 
or scooter in the bike shed upon arrival at school. It is 
recommended that a bike chain be used to secure the bike 
to the racks provided. The bike shed is locked by 9.30am and 
unlocked before 3.15pm.
To ensure the safety of students and members of the school 
community, bikes, scooters and skateboards may not be 
ridden in the school grounds. 
LIFELONG LEARNING
Staff at our school are committed to lifelong learning across 
a range of areas. We all participated in CPR (cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation) professional development facilitated expertly 
by Claire form HeroHQ. Hero Head Quarters is a registered 
training organisation listed with the Australian Skills Quality 
Authority.  

 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
Assembly will be held tomorrow, Friday, 9th March 2018 at 
2.45pm. Weather conditions will determine whether assembly 
is held outside or indoors.  Please support the school’s 
SunSmart policy by wearing a hat to outdoor assemblies. 

I leave you with a quote from author William Arthur Ward, ‘Do 
more than belong: participate. Do more than care: help. Do 
more than believe: practice. Do more than forgive: forget. Do 
more than dream: work.’

Lu Alessi 
Principal 

NEWS FROM THE ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL
‘Autumn paints in colours that summer has never seen’ 
unknown

Over the next few weeks the weather will start to cool down 
and the leaves on our deciduous trees will start to change 
colour and fall off the trees. It’s such a beautiful time of the 
year with the most amazing colours that nature displays.

PFA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

A reminder that Saturday 17th March 8:00am – 4:00pm, the 
PFA is holding a Sausage Sizzle BBQ at Bunnings South 
Morang. If you are able to help please leave your name and 
number at the office and a PFA member will ring you as soon 
as possible. At this stage we don’t have a lot of volunteers so 
even if you can only spare an hour that would be a great help. 

PFA Bakers Delight Hot Cross Buns

Hot Cross Buns orders are due on Monday 19th March with pick 
up from the school on Tuesday 27th March.  Please don’t 
forget to put your orders in I would hate for anyone to miss 
out. Every pack of Hot Cross Buns sold $ 2:00 goes directly to 
the school to buy much needed resources for our students

Student Attendance

Every Day Counts- Primary School Attendance

In primary school, some students miss on average 3 weeks of 
school per year. That’s half a year of school by the end of year 
6.
Going to school every day is the single most important part of 
your child’s education. Students learn new things at school 
every day – missing school puts them behind not only 
academically but socially too.

Why it’s important 
We all want our children to get a great education, and the 
building blocks for a great education begin with children 
coming to school each and every day.

If children miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the 
fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later 
years of school.

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day 
a child misses puts them behind, and can affect their 
educational outcomes. 

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower 
achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.



4

Getting in early 
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly 
missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of school 
will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and 
receive lower academic results than their classmates. It’s vital 
that children go to school every day – even in the early years 
of primary school.

What we can do 
The main reasons for absence generally are:

Sickness – There are always times when children need to 
miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only 
away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good 
sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make 
a big difference.

It’s vital that holidays are planned during school holidays 
where possible, and not during the term if it can be avoided.

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day 
off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every day 
counts.

Truancy – This is when children choose not to go to school 
without their parents permission. There can be many reasons 
for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and 
parents to work together.

If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things 
you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:

t  Speak with your child’s classroom teacher and find 
out what work your child needs to do to keep up.

t  Develop an absence learning plan with your child’s 
teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, 
speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible.

Openly communicating with your child’s school about all 
absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being 
escalated to a School Attendance Officer. A School 
Attendance Officer is a Department of Education and 
Training Regional Director who has authority to follow up 
attendance issues. Attendance issues that are escalated can 
lead to an Infringement Notice. 

If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let 
your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get 
your child to school every day.

Have a great week and enjoy the beautiful weather!

 

 

Carol Vidmar

Assistant Principal

NEWS FROM MRS SPURR
All Here All Week Awards

Congratulations to H1 – Year 3 and W2 – Prep for receiving an 
All Here All Week Award last week.  What a fantastic effort!  
Let’s hope there are more to present at tomorrow’s assembly.

Prep Health Assessments

The Prep School Entrant Health Questionnaire was due back 
to the classroom teachers by 26th February.  If you have not 
returned your Questionnaire, can you please fill in the 
information and return it to your classroom teacher as soon 
as possible. 

Whole School Evacuation
On Tuesday 6th March we had a whole school evacuation 
offsite to Coventry Park.  The Emergency Management Team 
within the school organise one evacuation each term to 
ensure our students and staff are familiar with the different 
types of possible evacuations.  It is normal practice that we 
do not inform the school community in advance as we try to 
simulate a real life emergency when doing these evacuations.

After every whole school evacuation, a thorough Process 
Review is completed and opportunities for improvement are 
addressed for the next evacuation.

I commend all of our students on their wonderful behaviour 
during this evacuation and for displaying our school values 
of RESPECT, INTEGRITY, COMPASSION and EXCELLENCE.

Best wishes for a wonderful long weekend!

 
Kelly Spurr

Welfare Officer/Leading Teacher 

RUN CLUB CANCELLATION
Please remember that Run Club is cancelled next Wednesday, 
14th March.
Run Club will resume on Wednesday, 21st March.  

Jonathan Martin

Run Club Coach
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WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK
Please note that we require a Working With Children Check 
for you to help out in the classrooms, incursions/excursion, 
camps and sleepovers.

Once you complete the form which is available from the post 
office and receive a receipt you can help out in the classrooms 
etc. provided that you have provided the office with a copy 
of your receipt.

Vivian Gulia

WWCC Coordinator

Congratulations to the following students who have handed in 
their SUPER SAVER Reward vouchers to redeem a reward:

Brooke E2, Anna Maria H5, Emily H2, Krishna H2, Olivia W9 & 
Sienna W10.
Your rewards are in the School office awaiting your collection.  
Just a reminder to those students who have not collected 
your reward from last week, please do so as soon as possible.

Also, a reminder to parents / students completing the deposit 
slip, please ensure to complete all required details – 

Name (Student Full Name), Student Number (supplied by 
school & written on inside cover of bank deposit book), 
Branch, Account number (as advised by bank – also found on 
inside cover of bank deposit book), Date, Notes, Coins and 
Total – is total for the deposit only (not total of bank account).

Your cooperation in this matter would be greatly appreciated, 
this helps to ensure accuracy & efficiency in processing your 
deposits.  Thank you!

Keep earning those tokens to redeem a prize, remember every 
time you bank with School Banking you earn a silver token – 
collect ten and you can redeem a reward.

Happy saving!!

Alison Wylie

School Banking Coordinator

Each year the University of New South Wales invites Early 
and Middle Years school children (beginning Year 3) to 
participate in competitions in a variety of subject areas. 
These areas are Science, Spelling, Mathematics, Writing, 
Reading and Digital Technologies. The tests are held at 
school on different days over the year. All tests are held after 
school. There is a cost involved which varies depending on 
the subject area (ranges from $9.90 to $19.80).  The cost is 
set by the University. Children do NOT have to sit each test 
and this is NOT a compulsory part of our school curriculum. 
The permission form for ICAS testing 2018 is attached to this 
week’s newsletter and are for students in Years 3 – 6 only. 
The permission form and money needs to be returned by 
Tuesday 20th March 2018.
If you have any questions, please feel free to come and 
see Kaylee Andrew in W2, Luke Baldassini in E4, or Evie 
Cacoyiannis in W10. 
Subject   Sitting Dates
Digital Technologies Tuesday 8th May
Science   Tuesday 29th May
Writing   Thursday 14th June
Spelling   Wednesday 13th June
English   Tuesday 31st July
Mathematics  Tuesday 14th August

ICAS Testing Coordinators
Kaylee Andrew, Luke Baldassini and Evie Cacoyiannis

READING MATTERS
Premier’s Reading Challenge

AMAZING! WOW! AWESOME! 44 more students have completed 
the challenge and we have read an amazing 1,248 books 
already! What a start! The Premier’s Reading Challenge is 
part of our Literacy Program and therefore compulsory for 
each child to enter. The Challenge is a great way for your 
child to increase their reading skills, their vocabulary and to 
widen their choice of authors. Every student in our school 
has completed the Challenge for the last six years so I know 
that you will want to continue that success in 2018. I am 
available before and after school to answer any questions 
you may have. You will find me in the Library office near H1 
and H2. The booklist for the challenge has yet to be updated 
but books from last year’s list will count. Home Reading books 
are not on the list so borrow from your class libraries. The 
website for the Premier’s Reading Challenge Book list is 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Overdue Books 
Overdue notices will start going out next week so make sure 
that you are not on the list and return your classroom library 
books as soon as possible.

Happy Reading

Sharon Turner

BOOK CLUB
Hello fellow readers!

Book Club Issue 2 pamphlets went out last Friday. Please peruse 
them at your leisure and all orders must be either ordered and 
paid for on line or returned with cash in a school envelope by 
Thursday 15th March at 4pm. No orders will be accepted after 
this date, so get in early to avoid disappointment.

Sharon Turner

Book Club Coordinator

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
NEWS
FUNDRAISING CALENDAR – Term 1

Bunning’s BBQ 

Hot Cross Buns
The PFA are holding a BBQ at Bunnings South Morang on 
Saturday 17th March between 8am and 4pm.
We still require more volunteers to help out on the day.  
Duties are easy and there are always lots of friendly faces  
working together under the tent.  If you could assist for an 
hour or two, please email us at millparkprimarypfa@gmail.
com Alternatively, you are welcome to leave your details at 
the office and a PFA member will contact you.

Forms were sent home for our Bakers Delight hot cross bun 
drive.  Families wishing to order are asked  to please fill out 
their order and return to school, together with full payment 
by Monday 19th March.  
Hot Cross bun orders will be ready for collection at school on 
Tuesday 27th March.  

Our school is collecting the Coles Sports for Schools 
Vouchers.  There is a collection box at the office and also

at Coles Uni Hill.  Please remember to collect the vouchers 
when you shop at Coles! 

The Parents and Friends Association meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month in the Community Room.

These meetings are open to all parents and guardians, 
grandparents and interested members of the School 
Community. Our Annual General meeting will take place on 
Tuesday 13th March in the Community Room, followed by 
our monthly meeting. 

We hope to see you there!

Christine Gale

PFA Secretary
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Term 1     Week 6

Prep:
Waratah 1:  Jayson

For practising to spell the Golden words.

Waratah 2:  Yoyo 

For her wonderful handwriting.

Waratah 3:  Christian

For his excellent counting skills!

Waratah 4:  Arnica

For reading the Golden words.

Year 1
Waratah 5:  Grace

For her excellent Journal writing.

Waratah 6:  Summer 

For improving her listening skills.

Waratah 7:  Ruhani

For making 3 digit numbers in maths.

Waratah 8:  Kiara

For wonderful editing of her writing.

Year 2
Waratah 9:  Edison

For his positive attitude towards writing!

Waratah 10:  Abhijot 

For his excellent effort in his writing.

Eucalypt 1:  Daniella

For writing a fantastic recount.

Year 3
Hibiscus 1:  Peter

For his great sentence openers. 

Hibiscus 2:  Noah

For creating excellent sentence openers.

Hibiscus 3:  Zayd

For his excellent effort in his writing.

Year 4
Hibiscus 4:  Manit 

For his fantastic work during Science. 

Hibiscus 5:  Alonso

For a great effort with Mathematics.

Hibiscus 6:  Luxman

For great work with renaming numbers.

Year 5
Eucalypt 2:  Cooper

For trying his best when learning new maths concepts.

Eucalypt 3:  Lydia

For always contributing her valuable thoughts, opinions 
and ideas!

Eucalypt 4:  Eleisha

For completing all of her learning tasks to a high 
standard.

Year 6
Eucalypt 6: Mohammed

For working hard to improve his English language skills. 

Eucalypt 7:  James

For his wonderful work with adjectives. Well done!

          Learning Awards
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Term 1    Week 6

PREP
Waratah 1:  Marcus

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.  

Waratah 2:  Edward 

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

Waratah 3:  Deon

For demonstrating the value of Compassion.

Waratah 4:  Thomas

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

Year 1
Waratah 5:  Akeesha

For displaying the value of Respect.

Waratah 6:  Sargun

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.

Waratah 7:  Ava

For showing the value of Respect.

Waratah 8:  Mason 

For showing the value of Respect.

Year 2
Waratah 9:   Maya

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.

Waratah 10:  Ritika 

For demonstrating the value of Excellence. 

Eucalypt 1:  Ari

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Year 3
Hibiscus 1:  Hana

For showing the value of Excellence. 

Hibiscus 2:  Angelina 

For showing the value of Integrity. 

Hibiscus 3:  Mito

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

Year 4
Hibiscus 4: Sam 

For demonstrating the value of Excellence.  

Hibiscus 5:  Mia

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Hibiscus 6:  Matthew

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Year 5
Eucalypt 2: Haleemah

For demonstrating the value of Respect. 

Eucalypt 3:  Kobe

For demonstrating the value of Integrity.

Eucalypt 4:  Logan

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

Year 6
Eucalypt 6:  Ghufran

For demonstrating the value of Integrity. 

Eucalypt 7:   Aliyah

For demonstrating the value of Respect.

       Citizenship Awards










